


V4CE’s Housing Toolkit

Everyone deserves access to healthy housing

At Voice4Change England, we fight for safe, healthy, and equitable housing
for all.

London is diverse and vibrant —but also expensive and unequal. Black and
Minoritised Ethnic Londoners are disproportionately affected, facing
overcrowding, unsafe conditions, and skyrocketing rents. Decades of neglect
have weakened social housing, leaving too many communities without
stability or dignity.

Housing is more than bricks and mortar: it shapes health, education,
economic security, and community life. It can either empower or exclude,
and currently, far too many families are paying the price of systemic
inequality. Average rents in London now reach £2,695 per month, and
vulnerable families face impossible choices, and sometimes with tragic
consequences, as in the case of two-year-old Awaab Ishak.

The UK housing system also perpetuates inequality for asylum seekers,
disabled people, and low-income renters, forcing many into temporary
accommodation or unsafe conditions. These disparities affect education,
health, social cohesion, and economic opportunity, but they can be
addressed.

London alone needs 88,000 new homes every year, but
it's not just about numbers. We need homes that are

truly affordable, safe, energy-efficient, and
built in historically overlooked , JilzyiL |

communities.

Insights from our internal housing.
roundtable will guide our ongoing
advocacy efforts. This toolkit is for
everyone whose housing struggles are too
often invisible. At Voice4Change England,
we advocate for a housing system
that is safe, accessible,
environmentally conscious,
racially equitable, and humane.

Housing must be the foundation
of a fairer society.


https://www.theguardian.com/money/2025/jan/28/private-rents-great-britain-fall-outside-london-rightmove
https://www.london.gov.uk/talk-london/topics/planning-and-regeneration/planning-better-london/discussions/1205
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-race-shelter-and-the-power-of-policy-roundtable-discussion
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-race-shelter-and-the-power-of-policy-roundtable-discussion
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-race-shelter-and-the-power-of-policy-roundtable-discussion
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Housing Roundtable: Visual Toolkit of Key Sources L%

B
1. Racial Inequities & Discrimination in =
Housing

Black and Minoritised Ethnic people face
higher housing insecurity:

Black Londoners are nearly 3x more likely to
live in social housing_(Ethnicity Facts &
Figures). |

e e

One in three Black Caribbean, Black African, —— - — i
and Pakistani households report discrimination in private renting (Single
Homeless Project).

Property agencies have been shown to refuse flats to Black tenants (Lynn &
Davey, 2013).

Systemic racism in housing contributes to homelessness (Single Homeless
Project; Trust for London; Heriot-Watt University & Shelter via Housing Digital).

Evidence shows discrimination is often subtle, unconscious, and hard to
prove (Fitzpatrick et al., 2024).

2. Private Renting & Affordability

Three-fifths of private renters cannot afford the cost of living (New
Economics Foundation — Three-fifths of private renters cannot afford the
cost of living).

Rising rents and unstable housing impact young and over-50 renters (Big
Issue — Why are rents so high and will they keep going up?; BBC — Over-50s
turn to house-shares to beat rising rents).

Historical and generational challenges make buying a home difficult
(World Economic Forum — Why it's harder for young_people to buy a house
now; BBC — More adults living with their parents).

Stories of financial impact highlight renter vulnerability (Generation Rent —
James's Story; Generation Rent — Young_minority ethnic people priced out of
communities).

2.


https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/social-housing/social-housing-lettings/latest/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/social-housing/social-housing-lettings/latest/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/social-housing/social-housing-lettings/latest/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/social-housing/social-housing-lettings/latest/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/social-housing/social-housing-lettings/latest/
https://www.shp.org.uk/homelessness-explained/how-racism-causes-homelessness/#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20is%20deeply%20embedded,and%20unequal%20access%20to%20support.
https://www.shp.org.uk/homelessness-explained/how-racism-causes-homelessness/#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20is%20deeply%20embedded,and%20unequal%20access%20to%20support.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/nov/21/racial-inequality-hard-wired-housing-system-england-study#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20hard%2Dwired%20into%20housing%20system%20in%20England%2C%20study%20finds,-This%20article%20is&text=One%20in%20three%20black%20people,for%20shelter%2C%20a%20study%20reveals.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/nov/21/racial-inequality-hard-wired-housing-system-england-study#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20hard%2Dwired%20into%20housing%20system%20in%20England%2C%20study%20finds,-This%20article%20is&text=One%20in%20three%20black%20people,for%20shelter%2C%20a%20study%20reveals.
https://www.shp.org.uk/homelessness-explained/how-racism-causes-homelessness/#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20is%20deeply%20embedded,and%20unequal%20access%20to%20support.
https://www.shp.org.uk/homelessness-explained/how-racism-causes-homelessness/#:~:text=Racial%20inequality%20is%20deeply%20embedded,and%20unequal%20access%20to%20support.
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/research/roof-not-home-housing-experiences-black-and-minoritised-women-survivors-gender-based-violence-london/
https://www.bmenational.co.uk/post/research-reveals-social-housing-s-racism-shame?utm_campaign=e693ed58-b982-4cd7-91e7-567fc579d751&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=a53d091a-fed4-42aa-83c1-297c9d988801
https://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/hdn-think-piece-new-housing-and-asylum-rhetoric
https://neweconomics.org/2023/03/housing-and-the-cost-of-living-crisis
https://neweconomics.org/2023/03/housing-and-the-cost-of-living-crisis
https://neweconomics.org/2023/03/housing-and-the-cost-of-living-crisis
https://neweconomics.org/2023/03/housing-and-the-cost-of-living-crisis
https://www.bigissue.com/news/housing/rents-in-the-uk-are-rising-at-the-highest-rate-for-14-years-will-they-keep-going-up/#:~:text=Households%20have%20faced%20rising%20bills,and%20a%20lack%20of%20supply.
https://www.bigissue.com/news/housing/rents-in-the-uk-are-rising-at-the-highest-rate-for-14-years-will-they-keep-going-up/#:~:text=Households%20have%20faced%20rising%20bills,and%20a%20lack%20of%20supply.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-62344571
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-62344571
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/01/younger-generations-homeownership-housing-market-wealth-inequality/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/01/younger-generations-homeownership-housing-market-wealth-inequality/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2j8v8wvrko
https://www.generationrent.org/story/james_story/
https://www.generationrent.org/story/james_story/
https://www.generationrent.org/story/james_story/
https://www.generationrent.org/story/james_story/
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Homelessness amongst Black and minoritised ethnic communities in the
UK: a statistical report on the state of the nation (Heriot-Watt University -
Homelessness amongst Black and minoritised ethnic communities in the UK:
a statistical report on the state of the nation)

3. Health, Safety & Wellbeing

Unsafe housing can be fatal, e.g., Awaab Ishak case (Guardian — Father of
boy killed by mould in flat welcomes law; Wikipedia — Death of Awaab Ishak;
Centre for London — What is Awaab’s Law?).

Poor housing affects mental and physical health (QMUL Policy Brief —
Addressing Housing Distress to Improve Health & Wellbeing; Ella Roberta
Foundation — Air pollution, housing, and racial justice).

Disabled renters face hidden inequalities (EHRC — Housing and Disabled
People: Britain’s Hidden Crisis).

Women's homelessness is under-reported (SHP — Hidden Homeless
Research).

The impact of racialised identities and housing (Heriot-Watt University -
Black and minoritised people feel forced to disguise their identities).

4. Social Housing & Policy Reform

Demand far exceeds supply: 1.29m households on waiting lists (GOV.UK -
Social housing lettings in England 2022-23; GOV.UK — Social housing waiting
list).

Loss of social housing worsens inequality (Shelter England -
Loss of social housing; Crisis UK — Housing_crisis in the UK).

Policy and planning often fail BAME
households (RTPI — Meeting the
housing needs of BAME households
in England; King’s College London —
Prioritising home ownership hurts
everyone; Labour Party —
Plans to end bidding wars).



https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/publications/homelessness-amongst-black-and-minoritised-ethnic-communities-in-/
https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/publications/homelessness-amongst-black-and-minoritised-ethnic-communities-in-/
https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/publications/homelessness-amongst-black-and-minoritised-ethnic-communities-in-/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/feb/09/father-boy-killed-mould-flat-welcomes-law-prevent-repeat
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/feb/09/father-boy-killed-mould-flat-welcomes-law-prevent-repeat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Awaab_Ishak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Awaab_Ishak
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/mei/policy-hub/queen-mary-policy-briefs/addressing-housing-distress-to-improve-health-and-wellbeing-in-uk-inner-cities-/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/mei/policy-hub/queen-mary-policy-briefs/addressing-housing-distress-to-improve-health-and-wellbeing-in-uk-inner-cities-/
https://www.ellaroberta.org/about-ella/
https://www.ellaroberta.org/about-ella/
https://ceci.org.uk/housing-and-disabled-people-britains-hidden-crisis/#:~:text=The%20EHRC%20housing%20inquiry%20looked,a%20right%20to%20independent%20living.
https://ceci.org.uk/housing-and-disabled-people-britains-hidden-crisis/#:~:text=The%20EHRC%20housing%20inquiry%20looked,a%20right%20to%20independent%20living.
https://www.shp.org.uk/information-hub/for-professionals/women/hidden-homelessness/
https://www.shp.org.uk/information-hub/for-professionals/women/hidden-homelessness/
https://www.hw.ac.uk/news/2025/black-and-minoritised-people-feel-forced-to-disguise-their-identities
https://www.hw.ac.uk/news/2025/black-and-minoritised-people-feel-forced-to-disguise-their-identities
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2022-to-march-2023/social-housing-lettings-in-england-tenants-april-2022-to-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2022-to-march-2023/social-housing-lettings-in-england-tenants-april-2022-to-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2022-to-march-2023/social-housing-lettings-in-england-tenancies-april-2022-to-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2022-to-march-2023/social-housing-lettings-in-england-tenancies-april-2022-to-march-2023
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/social_housing/loss_of_social_housing
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/social_housing/loss_of_social_housing
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/social_housing/loss_of_social_housing
https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/key-homelessness-policy-areas/housing/housing-supply/
https://i-sphere.site.hw.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2021/08/A.Bristow-Final-report.pdf
https://i-sphere.site.hw.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2021/08/A.Bristow-Final-report.pdf
https://i-sphere.site.hw.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2021/08/A.Bristow-Final-report.pdf
https://i-sphere.site.hw.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2021/08/A.Bristow-Final-report.pdf
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prioritising-home-ownership-hurts-everyone-owners-as-well-as-renters#:~:text=The%20quest%20to%20own%20a,those%20who%20rent%20their%20homes.
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prioritising-home-ownership-hurts-everyone-owners-as-well-as-renters#:~:text=The%20quest%20to%20own%20a,those%20who%20rent%20their%20homes.
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prioritising-home-ownership-hurts-everyone-owners-as-well-as-renters#:~:text=The%20quest%20to%20own%20a,those%20who%20rent%20their%20homes.
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prioritising-home-ownership-hurts-everyone-owners-as-well-as-renters#:~:text=The%20quest%20to%20own%20a,those%20who%20rent%20their%20homes.
https://blog.goodlord.co/labour-partys-plans-to-end-bidding-wars-for-letting-agents-and-landlords
https://blog.goodlord.co/labour-partys-plans-to-end-bidding-wars-for-letting-agents-and-landlords
https://blog.goodlord.co/labour-partys-plans-to-end-bidding-wars-for-letting-agents-and-landlords
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5. Inequalities, Generational
Impacts & Gentrification

Gentrification and displacement
are ongoing in London (Trust for
London — Gentrification across
London).

Cost of living pressures are
highest for minority and low-
income households (Trust for
London — London’s Cost of Living
Tracker).

UD
N B

High-profile inequality cases highlight social divisions (Guardian —
Grenfell Tower MP highlights huge social divisions in London).

Generational housing wealth gap (The Private Office — Are Gen Z worse
off than previous generations?).

Overcrowding affects South Asian families (NatCen — Overcrowding in
South Asian households).

Some employed households still have no disposable income (Guardian
— ‘Endies’: Employed with No Disposable Income).

6. Core Data & Context

Baseline demographic and ethnic diversity (GOV.UK — Ethnicity facts and
figures: Regional diversity).

BME poverty and deprivation statistics (Institute of Race Relations — BME
statistics on poverty & deprivation).

Historic perspective on racial equity in housing (Homeless Link — Why the
BME housing sector is as relevant today as 40 years ago).

Union perspective on housing crisis (UNISON — Housing: Key issues).

Secondary data on housing disparities (GLA — Housing and race equality
in London, 2023).

4.


https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/gentrification-across-london/#:~:text=It%20highlights%20areas%20with%20decreasing,population%20living%20in%20social%20housing.
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/gentrification-across-london/#:~:text=It%20highlights%20areas%20with%20decreasing,population%20living%20in%20social%20housing.
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/gentrification-across-london/#:~:text=It%20highlights%20areas%20with%20decreasing,population%20living%20in%20social%20housing.
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/topics/cost-of-living-tracker/
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/topics/cost-of-living-tracker/
https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/topics/cost-of-living-tracker/
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/nov/13/grenfell-tower-mp-highlights-huge-social-divisions-in-london#:~:text=A%20damning%20report%20on%20inequality,as%20you%20cross%20a%20street%E2%80%9D.
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/nov/13/grenfell-tower-mp-highlights-huge-social-divisions-in-london#:~:text=A%20damning%20report%20on%20inequality,as%20you%20cross%20a%20street%E2%80%9D.
https://www.theprivateoffice.com/insights/gen-z-really-worse-previous-gens
https://www.theprivateoffice.com/insights/gen-z-really-worse-previous-gens
https://natcen.ac.uk/publications/overcrowding-south-asian-households-qualitative-report
https://natcen.ac.uk/publications/overcrowding-south-asian-households-qualitative-report
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/sep/13/endies-employed-no-disposable-income-struggling-in-london
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/sep/13/endies-employed-no-disposable-income-struggling-in-london
https://voice4changeengland719-my.sharepoint.com/personal/christabelle_voice4change-england_co_uk/Documents/Regional%20ethnic%20diversity%20-%20GOV.UK%20Ethnicity%20facts%20and%20figures
https://voice4changeengland719-my.sharepoint.com/personal/christabelle_voice4change-england_co_uk/Documents/Regional%20ethnic%20diversity%20-%20GOV.UK%20Ethnicity%20facts%20and%20figures
https://irr.org.uk/research/statistics/poverty/
https://irr.org.uk/research/statistics/poverty/
https://homeless.org.uk/news/why-the-bme-housing-sector-is-as-relevant-today-as-it-was-forty-years-ago/#:~:text=When%20I%20reflect%20on%20the,is%20as%20relevant%20today%20as
https://homeless.org.uk/news/why-the-bme-housing-sector-is-as-relevant-today-as-it-was-forty-years-ago/#:~:text=When%20I%20reflect%20on%20the,is%20as%20relevant%20today%20as
https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/community/key-issues/housing/
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/HRN%208%20-%20Housing%20and%20race%20equality%20in%20London.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/HRN%208%20-%20Housing%20and%20race%20equality%20in%20London.pdf
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7. Spotlighting our partnerships

Housing & mental health research methods
(SOAS - Housing & Mental Health Methodology).

Structural homelessness disparities (Heriot-Watt
University, Oak Foundation & ROTA —
Homelessness Amongst Black and Minoritised
Ethnic Communities).

Housing & health policy links (QMUL — Housing & Health Policy Brief).

BME advocacy and resources (BME National — Official website).

Social Science and Medicine, explores the multiple forms of distress generated
through temporary accommodation: (Science Direct - Fighting_him". Following
distress in hostile housing regimes)

Society and Space, examines mould in relation to health impacts and claims-
making: (Sage Journals - Hostile Environments: Mould, race and blame amidst
Birmingham's housing crisis)

Cultural Anthropology, explores what homelessness means for marginalised
people resident in Temporary Accommodation in Britain (Cultural
Anthropology)

Hooyo’s Walls documentary which spotlights the experiences of housing
disrepair and instability, and their emotional, psychological and political
effects of Somali women in Birmingham: (YouTube - Hooyo's Walls)

8.Community-Led Healing & Advocacy

Peer support, youth engagement, and community projects (Grenfell
Foundation — Community Projects).

Campaigns for housing justice and fundraising events (Shelter — Fundraising
Events).

Petitions and advocacy resources to end homelessness (Crisis — Campaign to
End Homelessness). 5.



https://soas-repository.worktribe.com/output/373075/listening-to-housing-distress-a-methodology-for-understanding-housing-and-mental-health-in-context
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://pure.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/67022958/Homelessness_Amongst_Black_and_Minoritised_Ethnic_Communities_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2.pdf
https://www.generationrent.org/2023/11/08/minority-ethnic-people-more-likely-to-be-ignored-when-searching-for-new-privately-rented-homes/
https://www.generationrent.org/2023/07/20/migrant-groups-face-obstacles-in-accessing-safe-and-secure-housing/
https://www.generationrent.org/2023/12/19/black-people-68-more-likely-than-white-people-to-be-arrested-under-outdated-vagrancy-act/
https://www.generationrent.org/2025/02/04/young-minority-ethnic-young-people-priced-out/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/mei/policy-hub/queen-mary-policy-briefs/addressing-housing-distress-to-improve-health-and-wellbeing-in-uk-inner-cities-/
https://www.bmenational.co.uk/post/research-reveals-social-housing-s-racism-shame?utm_campaign=e693ed58-b982-4cd7-91e7-567fc579d751&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=a53d091a-fed4-42aa-83c1-297c9d988801
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953625009128
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953625009128
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02637758251386715
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02637758251386715
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uy96nLqnW2I
https://www.grenfellfoundation.org.uk/community-projects
https://www.grenfellfoundation.org.uk/community-projects
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/events
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/events
https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/
https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/
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Quick housing facts:

1.Children who have access to affordable homes are more
likely to perform well in school.

2.The lower a person’s income, the more likely they are to
suffer from overcrowding.

3.0ne in 47 people in London are homeless.

4.The 2008 crisis made getting on the housing ladder difficult
for young people.

5.Providing housing solutions for low-income households can
decrease social tension in cities.

6.In more than 50% of OECD countries, house prices have
grown faster than incomes since 2015.

7. Londoners believe the cost of living and housing affordability
are the most important issues currently facing the capital.




V4CE’s Housing Toolkit
Housing Policy Landscape Autumn 2026

Awaab's Law (Social Housing)

Key Points:

e Isnow a law.

e Requires social landlords to fix emergency
hazards and damp/mould hazards within set
timeframes (from 27 Oct 2025)

e 2026 regulations expand to cover: excess
cold/heat, falls, structural collapse, fire/electrical
hazards, hygiene, and food safety.

Impact:
e Protects tenants from unsafe living conditions
that harm physical and mental health
e Addresses systemic failures highlighted by
Awaab Ishak’s tragic death.

Gaps:

e The deadline for landlords to meet decent
housing standards has been pushed back to
2035. Awaab’s Law, which would require
landlords to address serious health hazards
within set timeframes, should also be introduced
without further delay. The Government should
bring these measures forward to ensure renters
are protected from poor-quality housing sooner.

Renters’ Rights Bill (England)

Key Reforms:
e |Isnow alaw
e Ends no-fault evictions (Section 21)
e Replaces tenancy types
e Tenants can request to keep a pet
e Strengthens rules on rent increases and
e bidding
e Introduces lifetime deposits
o Sets stricter standards for property
e conditions



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awaabs-law-draft-guidance-for-social-landlords/awaabs-law-draft-guidance-for-social-landlords
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3764
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Gaps:

e Does not fully address racial discrimination. Explicit anti-racist protections,
proactive safeguards, accessible redress, and robust oversight are urgently
needed to protect Black and Minoritised Ethnic renters.

e The number one issue for most renters is the cost of renting and the Renters’
Rights Act does little to address this. This is especially concerning for Black
and Minoritised Ethnic families, who spend a larger share of their income on
housing and often get lower-quality homes in return (Resolution
Foundation).

e Soaring rents are already pushing many renters into poverty and
unaffordable rent hikes could act as a de-facto eviction notice for many,
especially those on lower incomes who can't afford market rents. The
government should cap rent increases to get a grip on out-of-control rents
and keep renters in their homes (Renters' Reform Coalition).

Mayor of London Housing Strategy Aims: 0/
=
Key Aims:

e Build more homes and genuinely affordable homes Z \/_/
e Deliver high-quality homes and inclusive neighbourhoods \

e Provide a fairer deal for private renters and leaseholders

e Tackle homelessness and support rough sleepers s 57

Labour’s Housing Priorities (2024-2029)

Key Points:

e Build 1.5 million new homes ﬂ ‘ ‘

Prioritise brownfield development, protect green belt

e Strengthen planning powers and reform land/compensation rules

» Increase social and affordable housing.

e Support first-time buyers via local priority and mortgage gudarantees



https://www.rota.org.uk/2025/06/16/update-on-the-renters-rights-bill/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/ethnic-minorities-spend-more-on-housing/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/ethnic-minorities-spend-more-on-housing/
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://labourlist.org/2024/06/labour-party-housing-policy-2024-election/
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
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https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
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https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
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Take Action Today

Even signing a petition or writing to an MP can make a huge difference
in housing reform. Your voice matters.

% Add your name to show Prime Minister Andy
Burnham your commitment to ending rough sleeping —
Add your name: back an end to rough sleeping | Crisis UK

% Write a letter to your MP supporting rent caps —
Rent Caps

ﬁ Sign this petition for stronger laws returning tenant
deposits — Petition

@ Build more social housing campaign to meet the
threshold of 90,000 new homes to reverse the trend of
rising homelessness — Let's build social housing -
Shelter England



https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://campaigns.crisis.org.uk/page/195684/petition/1?ea.tracking.id=CrisisUK-web&_gl=1*31w6l2*_gcl_au*NTUyNzA2MjkwLjE3ODY1MzM5ODU.
https://campaigns.crisis.org.uk/page/195684/petition/1?ea.tracking.id=CrisisUK-web&_gl=1*31w6l2*_gcl_au*NTUyNzA2MjkwLjE3ODY1MzM5ODU.
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://rentersreformcoalition.eaction.org.uk/rentcaps
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/give-renters-deposits-back-quicker?share=e156cc74-1b4b-449d-b765-e97105acb5f0&source=&utm_medium=socialshare&utm_source=
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/social_housing/lets_build_social_housing
https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/social_housing/lets_build_social_housing
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/housing-and-land/mayors-priorities-londons-housing-and-land/london-housing-strategy
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Support for housing:

National Housing Help
« Shelter | Helpline: 0808 800 4444 | Website
- Citizens Advice | Helpline: 0800 144 8848 | Website

Renters’ Unions

- ACORN (UK-wide) | Website

- London Renters Union | Website

« Greater Manchester Tenants Union | Website

London Advice Services

« Advice4Renters | Tel: 0207 624 4327 | Website
- Safer Renting | Website

« 72K | Website

Mental Health Support
- Samaritans | Helpline: 116 123 | Website
« Shout | Text: SHOUT to 85258 | Website

Legal Housing Advice
« RCJ Advice | Tel: 020 3475 4373 |
Website

Swim Enterprises
020 7923 8354 [ 07557 260174

Many thanks to Renters Reform Coalition
for providing this comprehensive list.



http://england.shelter.org.uk/get_advice
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
https://www.acorntheunion.org.uk/
https://londonrentersunion.org/
https://www.tenantsunion.org.uk/
https://adviceforrenters.org/
https://ch1889.org/safer-renting
https://www.z2k.org/get-help/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.rcjadvice.org.uk/
https://rentersreformcoalition.co.uk/housing-advice
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Recent Housing Blogs:

Room for All: Mould as Power and the Ongoing Research into
Housing Distress

A reflection on VACE’'s Room for All launch in memory of Awaab
Ishak, highlighting how mould and damp signal racial and
housing inequality. Drawing on research by Dr Simpson, Dr
Storer and Dr Dale — including Hooyo's Walls — it shows how
overcrowding and the hostile environment disproportionately
impact Black and Minoritised Ethnic households, and links to
resources on Awaab’s Law and the Renters’ Rights Act.

Manchester's boom is real, but who has it actually been built
for?

A look at Manchester’s rapid growth alongside the communities
excluded from it — tracing the city’s development from its
Cottonopolis past to today’s investment-led boom, questioning
whether Andy Burnham'’s housing pledges have delivered, and
highlighting how Black and Minoritised Ethnic areas face low
affordable-home delivery, rising prices, and “Londonification.” It
ends by calling for housing to be treated as a human need
rather than a commodity.



https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/room-for-all-mould-as-power-and-the-ongoing-research-into-housing-distress
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/who-is-manchester-being-built-for
https://www.voice4change-england.org/post/who-is-manchester-being-built-for
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V4CE Housing Roundtable 2026

Date: TBC

NIMBY: If not in your backyard, then where, and who
decides?

NIMBYism “Not in my backyard” describes local
opposition to development even when people broadly
support that development in principle. It operates
across housing, infrastructure, and energy, and its
effects fall unequally across society.

The UK cannot afford to keep delaying development.
Weak regional growth is suppressing incomes, life
expectancy, and educational attainment. The UK's
post-2007 productivity decline has been sharper than
most G7 countries (ONS, 2022). Thousands of homes
are being built without the infrastructure such as
schools, GPs, green spaces that makes communities
viable, which in turn fuels the very resistance that slows
future development.

Who gets to object, and who doesn't?

Wealthier, whiter, more established communities tend to have more capacity, time,
legal knowledge, social capital to mount effective opposition. Meanwhile, the people
most harmed by blocked development (those on housing waiting lists, renters,
people experiencing homelessness) are rarely in the room when decisions are
made.

Who gets a seat at the ‘NIMBY’ table?

Local consultation is a democratic good, it gives communities a say in decisions
that affect their lives. But it can systematically produce outcomes that harm people
with no voice in the process. The UK planning system may amplify this by giving
local objectors significant leverage.

Housing for profit, not shelter

For many people in the UK, their home is their primary financial asset. Rising house
prices are a direct personal benefit. This means planning decisions are often filtered
through concerns about property value, helping to explain why homeowners may

resist development perceived to affect local desirability. 12


https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8149917/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02697459.2024.2411800

Collaboration and partnership
opportunities with Voice4Change
England

Interested in housing reform and creating a
racially equitable society? Feel free to share
your story or get in touch for a collaboration.
e Contact our Policy and Influence Officer:
Christabelle@voice4change-england.co.uk.

As part of the ten-year Horizons London
Programme, funded by the Anchor Fund,
Voice4Change England is committed to
addressing racial disparities across housing,
education, environment, and health.

© 2026 Voice4Change England. All rights reserved.
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